Parnell

at Avondale for a considerable part of her married life, and
for a long time after her husband died* Doubt has been
cast upon her veracity in connection with this episode, but
I am assured by John Howard Parnell's widow that the story
is " quite true/' Mrs* Dickinson, or, rather, Mrs, Ricketts,
for she married a second time, after the publication of her
book, took few pains with A Patriot's Mistake. It is ill-
written and incoherent* Dates are either missing or in-
accurate* Names are incorrectly given* She states that the
episode to be narrated was the cause of her brother being sent
down from his college, when, in fact, he was sent down for a
comparatively trivial offence* Nevertheless, she is, I think,
to be trusted in this matter* She would hardly have invented
a story which did no credit to her beloved brother, and if
shie had, in some access of insanity, done so, there were
several of her relatives and also Mr* Barry O'Brien alive to
deny her story when it was published, if it were untrue*

IV
The story is that, when he was nineteen, he used very
. frequently to boat on the Cam* About a couple of miles
along the river from the town was a farm, with a fruit garden
sloping down to the water, where Parnell often observed a
girl of sixteen, named Daisy, the daughter of the farmer,
picking fruit* She was a pretty, fair-haired girl, with an
innocent expression, and Parnell seems immediately to have
fallen in love with her* He contrived an accident to one of
his oars, and requested the girl to get some cord for him so
that he might repair it* He then arranged to meet her again,
enjoining secrecy upon her, lest their affair should come to
the knowledge of his college authorities* " He knew it
was impossible to marry Daisy, lovely and innocent though
she was, as he was under age and a ward in Chancery," says
70